
 
 
 
Meeting: Traffic Management Meeting 

Date: 16th February 2010 

Subject: Proposed Waiting Restrictions, Dells Lane, Biggleswade 

Report of: Basil Jackson, Assistant Director Highways & Transportation 

Summary: The report seeks the approval of the portfolio holder for Safer and 
Stronger Communities for the waiting restrictions in Dells Lane, Mead 
End, Coppice Mead and Broadmead, Biggleswade to be implemented 
as advertised following public consultation and having considered the 
representations received. 
 

 
 
Contact Officer: C-J Pateman 

caroline-jane.pateman@amey.co.uk 
 

Public/Exempt: Public 

Wards Affected: Biggleswade 

Function of: Council 

 
 

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

Council Priorities: 
The proposal will seek to reduce on street congestion by encouraging commuters to 
use the station car park thus allowing residents to park on street and to promote safety 
at road junctions for road users. 
 
Financial: 

The implementation of this scheme will cost approximately £2,200 
 
Legal: 

Implementation of the traffic regulation order 
 
Risk Management: 

None as a result of this report 
 
Staffing (including Trades Unions): 

None as a result of this report 
 
Equalities/Human Rights: 

None as a result of this report 
 
Community Safety: 



None as a result of this report 
 
Sustainability: 

None as a result of this report 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION(S): 

1. (a) that the no waiting at any time restrictions are implemented as 
advertised. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. 
 

Dells Lane and the roads off it are within walking Distance of Biggleswade 
railway station and rail travellers use this road to park all day. This causes 
inconvenience for residents of Dells Lane, Coppice Mead, Mead End and 
Broadmead from early morning until late in the evening, Monday to Friday. 
 

2. 
 

Residents of Dells Lane have requested Central Bedfordshire Council to 
implement waiting restrictions to stop commuter parking along Dells Lane 
especially in the vicinity of the junctions to a number of side roads.  
 
 

INFORMATION 
 
3. 
 

Dells Lane is an urban street with two-way traffic, which runs between High 
Street and Holme Court Avenue. The section of Dells Lane to which the Order 
will apply is residential. 
 

4. 
 

Parking is at a premium at this location being close to the railway station as 
well as being residential. Vehicles are currently parked on and close to the 
junctions off Dells lane reducing visibility for drivers and making access 
difficult. The highway code advises that vehicles should not be parked within 
10m of a junction for this reason.  
 

 Biggleswade is currently undergoing an exercise in master-planning for the 
town centre. There are a number of scenarios currently proposed but it is likely 
to result in proposals to change the way in which parking is addressed in the 
town centre and at the station. 
 
In the light of this whilst a number of the representations are requesting 
different restrictions or residents parking this would not be appropriate at the 
present time. 
 
The restrictions proposed are designed to keep junctions clear and are largely 
in line with the parking advice at junctions contained within the highway code. 
In this respect they do not take up a great deal of space available to residents. 
 
 
 
 



CONSULTATION 
 
5. Correspondence received in response to the advertised order resulted in 3 

letters of support and 6 letters of objections, including a residents’ petition. 
 

SUPPORT 
 
6. As a result of this consultation, three letters of support were received to the 

proposals. The summary of the received letters are as follows: 
 (a) Support letter 1 

• Improve safety at locations proposed. 
• Increase the danger to residents using driveways due to greater 

concentration of parking. 
• Would like Residents Parking Permits for this length of Dells 

Lane. 
 (b) Support letter 2 

• Proposed restriction, northern end of Dells Lane – space for 
parking from the end of the restriction to the start of the 
vehicular crossover will allow one and a half cars to park. This 
will encourage two cars to park there and result in obstructing 
the access and reduce visibility of Mead End. 

• Would like the restriction extended across the front of this 
property to its northern boundary. 

• Waiting restrictions on the eastern side of Dells Lane could 
result in cars parking on the western side of Dells lane. A 
couple of vehicles parked outside number 21 could result in a 
chicane effect. 

• Would like the restriction extending northwards. 
 (c) Support letter 3 

• Concerned road markings will encroach over vehicle crossover. 
 

7. The Police fully support the proposals. 
 
OBJECTIONS 
 
8. As a result of this consultation, 5 letters of objection were received, including a 

petition. The summary of these are as follows: 
 

 (a) 
 

Objection 1 
• Does not want the restriction road markings to go over vehicle 

crossover. 
 (b) 

 
Objection 2 

• The proposals will not relieve the parking problems at the 
northern end of Dells Lane beyond our proposals: these being 
the blind bend and being unable to see oncoming traffic, 
especially during peak hours. 

• Would like residents parking only. 



 (c) 
 

Objection 3 
• The scope of the proposal doesn’t go far enough 
• Would like the following considered: 
• Dells Lane – from London Road to 50m south of Bunyan Road 

– No Waiting Zone. 
• Introduce residents only parking scheme in the areas of limited 

off-road parking. 
• Trial shuttle bus service at peak times between the station and 

prime residential areas, notably from the east of town. 
• Would like to know why First Capital Connect have introduced 

Premium parking Bays at the station, 25% are occupied on 
average every day, money making and yet more commuter cars 
on the streets. 

 (d) Objection 4 (2 letters received) 
• Believes the north end of Dells Lane should be looked at as a 

priority. 
• Markings are not required at the junctions we propose as they 

are covered by the Highway Code which should be Police 
enforced. 

• Would like the bus stop clearly marked. 
• Would like additional parking restrictions in Dells Lane: From 

number 1 to Mead End junction and from number 2 to number 
14 Dells Lane. 

• Believes the restrictions in Saffron Road have pushed more 
commuter parking into Dells Lane. 

• Parking problems also exist at Dells Lane’s junctions with 
Tennyson Avenue and The Dells. 

 (e) Objection 5 (includes petition) 
• Fifty eight residents in the Dells Lane area signed a petition to 

register their objections to the proposed scheme. 
• They believe these proposals will worsen the parking issues in 

other roads leading off Dells lane. 
• Would like the western side of Dells Lane, Tennyson Avenue, 

Chaucer Drive and Dickens Court to be restricted as well. 
 

Town Council Meeting 
 
9. The outcome of the meeting of the Town Council on 26th January 2010 was 

the residents request to have waiting restrictions introduced for two hours in 
the morning. 
 

Conclusion and Next Steps  
 
10. 
 

The restriction and its associated road markings will not encroach over the 
vehicle crossovers in Mead End. 
 

11. 
 

Tennyson Avenue currently has a No Waiting At Any Time restriction at its 
junction with Dells Lane which will remain. 
 

  
12. To keep the wider issue of town centre and station parking a matter of 

prominence in the town centre master planning process. 



 
 
Appendices: 
Appendix A – Plan 
Appendix B – Public Notice 
Appendix C – Responses to Consultation including Objections and Petition 
 
Background Papers: (open to public inspection) 
None 
 

 
 

Appendix A 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

THIS NOTICE SUPERSEDES THE NOTICE PUBLISHED ON 20TH NOVEMBER 2009 
 
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL PROPOSES TO INTRODUCE WAITING 
RESTRICTIONS IN DELLS LANE, MEAD END, BROADMEAD  
& COPPICE MEAD, BIGGLESWADE 
 
Reason for proposal: The proposed Order is considered necessary on the grounds of promoting 
road safety. The waiting restrictions are specifically aimed at reducing the number of vehicles 
parking all day along Dells Lane particularly in the vicinity of its side road junctions. This will 
improve visibility for motorists entering and exiting Mead End, Broadmead and Coppice Mead. 
 
Therefore, Central Bedfordshire Council proposes to make a Road Traffic Regulation Order as 
follows: 
  
Effect of the Order: 
 
Introduce No Waiting At Any Time on the following lengths of road in Biggleswade:- 
 
Dells Lane: East side, from a point 18 metres north of the property boundary between Nos 25 
and 27 Dells Lane, in a northerly direction for a distance of approximately 39 metres. 
 
Dells Lane: East side, from a point 17 metres south of the property boundary between Nos 45 
and 47 Dells Lane, in an southerly direction for a distance of approximately 40.5 metres. 
 
Dells Lane: East side, from a point 16.5 metres south of the property boundary between Nos 53 
and 55 Dells Lane, in an southerly direction for a distance of approximately 46 metres. 
 
Mead End: Both sides, from a point 16.5 metres west of the property boundary between Nos 3 
and 5 Mead End, in a westerly direction for a distance of approximately 23 metres. 
 
Broadmead: Both sides, from a point 15 metres west of the property boundary between Nos 2a 
and 2 Broadmead, in a westerly direction for a distance of approximately 15 metres. 
 



Coppice Mead: Both sides, from a point 11 metres west of the property boundary between Nos 
1 and 2 Coppice Mead, in a westerly direction for a distance of approximately 15 metres. 
 
Further Details: of the proposed Order, and a plan showing the lengths of road affected may be 
examined during normal office hours at the Customer Service Centre, The Old Magistrates 
Court, 4 Saffron Road, Biggleswade and at normal opening hours at Biggleswade Library, 
Chestnut Avenue, Biggleswade. These plans will be placed on deposit until 6 weeks after the 
Order is made or until it is decided not to continue with the proposal. Phone C-J Pateman on 
08453 656003 for further details. 
 
Objections: should be sent in writing to the Orders and Commons Registration Officer, 
Countryside Access Service, Central Bedfordshire Council, PO Box 1395, Bedford MK42 5AN, 
stating the grounds on which they are made by 31 December 2009. 
 
 
Order Title: if made will be “Central Bedfordshire Council (Bedfordshire County Council (District 
of Mid Bedfordshire) (Civil Enforcement  Area and Special Enforcement Area) Waiting 
Restrictions and Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2008) (Variation No *) Order 
20**”. 
 
PO Box 1395                                                           Basil Jackson  
Bedford MK42 5AN             Assistant Director for Highways 
 
27 November 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix B 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Appendix C 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 


